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ABCD FGHIE Slab Serif
Slab Serif



It is...
Masculine

Blocky

Geometric

Monolinear

Strong

Mechanical



It is...
a geometric slab serif.



About Slab Serifs
Beginning of the 19th Century 

Napoleon’s Egyptian Campaign (1798 to 1801)

First Industrial Revolution = Competition in the world of design

Fascination with Egyptian culture in Europe
The first slab serif Egyptian typefaces emerged.



BUT
they had no connection with Egypt in their style.

Slab serifs were called Egyptian typefaces



Rockwell
During the Second Industrial Revolution

Revival of slab serifs in the 1930s
After the arrival of modernism in design where sans serifs were popular
Inspired by modernism, the trend of new geometric slab serifs arrived. 

Rockwell was designed by Frank Hinman Pierpont in 1934 at Monotype Corporation.
Its design is based on the Litho Antique typeface and inspired by the popularity of 

geometric fonts of its time.



Fun Fact
During the revival of slab serifs, many of 

them were made with the

Futura
typeface to which slab serifs were added.



Frank Hinman Pierpont
The Type Designer Behind Rockwell

Engineer and type designer from the United States
Born in 1860 and died in 1937
1894: He moved to Berlin. 
1899: He moved to England where he became the manager of 
Monotype Corporation and created Rockwell.



The Design of 
the Typeface
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Geometric slab serif with a large x-height

Rockwell Times New Roman

x x



Monolinear typeface: small variation between the 
horizontal and the vertical strokes.

abc



Rectangular Strong Serifs
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Short Ascenders and Descenders

dp



Upright Stress
Appears as a Perfect Circle Tail Outside the Counter
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Some letters have half serifs.
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CGS
Unique Breaks



aceg
Some Angular Terminals



The numbers are monospaced.

1234567890



In bold, the slab serifs appear shorter. 
There is a stronger variation between strokes.
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Typeface Comparison:T am !
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It is also a slab serif revival typeface. 
It was designed by Rudolf Wolf in 1929.
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Both typefaces are monolinear and geometric 
and have similar slab serifs.



Geometric slab serifs with a large x-height

Rockwell

x



Both have short ascenders and descenders.

Rockwell

dp



However...



Rockwell is thicker and has bigger slab serifs.
Memphis does not have half serifs.

Rockwell
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Tail Inside the CounterTail Outside the Counter

Rockwell

Q



Double-Storey 

Rockwella



Rectangular Dots Circular Dots 

Rockwell
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Different Treatment of Angular Terminals

Rockwell

eg



Rockwell 
in Use
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Rockwell can be used for...

It is used in...

Display & Smaller Texts (If They Are Short)
BUT NOT for body text

Headlines Packaging Websites
Logos Book Design etc.





























Faune
Second Font Presentation by Tatiana Titov
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General Look

Faune is inspired by the shapes of nature. 
Within the typeface, like in the animal 

world, there is a lot of variation between 
its thin, regular, italic and black versions.

It is a sans serif typeface that also has display variants.ab ef
cd gh



About the Typeface
By Alice Savoie as a project for the French Centre 
National des Arts Plastiques in collaboration with 

Imprimerie Nationale. 

Released in 2018 under the Creative Commons license 
CC BY-ND 4.0. 

Development of the typeface by Roxane Gataud.
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Alice Savoie
Type designer and researcher in France born in 1984.

Has a PhD in Type History from the University of Reading (UK). 

She worked at Monotype between 2008 and 2010. 

She shares her knowledge through various talks and she 
participates in many projects, such as Women in Type at the 
University of Reading as the main researcher.



The Process Behind Faune
The idea for the typeface comes from two sources that 
Alice Savoie consulted: Histoire Naturelle by Georges-
Louis Leclerc, Comte de Bouffon (published between 
1749 and 1788) studying the anatomy of animals and 

Description de L’Égypte (published between 1809 and 
1830) describing Egypt and its natural history.

Alice Savoie wanted to explore the diversity of the animal kingdom.



To create the final typeface, three different typefaces were created based on the following 
animal classes:

Then, the variants of the typeface were interpolated to become a uniform typeface.

Thin
Viper haje 
(Thinness)

Bold Italic
Black Ibis 

(Neck and General Shape)

Bold
Stocky Ram with a Flat Tail

(Large Body and Horns)

Reptiles Mammals Birds



The Characteristics of Faune

Thin Terminals Curvy Small Tails and Ear

cf jg



The thin version is entirely monolinear (no variation in the stokes).
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The italic version has a unique variation in the strokes that makes it look organic.
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The italic bold version has a high contrast in the curves.
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